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Abstract 

This paper evaluates the importance of the yachting charter industry in the Balearic 

Islands, one of the most popular European yachting tourism destinations. Empirical evidence 

from a data base on charter firms in the Balearics provided by the Regional Charter Association2 

and a survey on a sample of charter firms, gives information on typology and length of boat 

fleet, seasonality of charter activity, level of fleet occupancy, as well as on employment and 
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turnover of firms. In Spain the Balearic charter industry represents 43% of charter firms and 

58% of boat fleet in the sector and shows a high expansion in the last four years. Firms are 

relatively old (11,8 years), generally independent, of small size (7 employees on average) and 

around 50% of the firms present a turnover higher than one million euros. The average size in 

terms of fleet is of 14,5 boats, with lengths inferior to 15 m. Sailing boats constitute the most 

frequent type of chartered boats, considering monohull and catamaran. Seasonality is high in the 

sector and therefore, fleet occupancy rates during high season are around 100% while in low 

season they decrease to 5%. Nevertheless, 80% of the charter firms are open all year and around 

20% close 2 to 3 months.  

 


